Farm Summary
Chris Beedle, farm superintendent
Farm Comments
Developments. Equipment changes during 2015 included purchases of a used John Deere 7000 planter, used H&S 430 manure spreader, and a hanging crane scale. The planter is an 8-row planter with an upgraded monitoring system. The manure spreader is larger than the previous spreader and in better condition mechanically. The crane scale will be used for research in weighing feeders and many other uses.
Numerous general farm maintenance activities occurred. Some pressing maintenance concerns were addressed, such as multiple leaks in the water system, replacement of the lake pump after 24 years, roof repairs on the house, dirt work in fields, terrace construction, and removal of volunteer trees. Reconstruction of the retaining wall and cattle working facilities leading to the scale house was completed. Old equipment was sold at the ISU surplus equipment auction. Livestock. Livestock production in 2015 included a group of 52 steers and heifers pastured during the summer and then shipped to another farm for feeding. These steers and heifers were part of the McNay Research Farm beef cattle breeding trial.
Swine production consisted of finishing 672 head as part of a trial. The pigs were weighed every 28 days and ultra-sounded for muscle and fat deposition several times. Loins were collected for further testing with assistance from Tyson Fresh Meats of Storm Lake.
Crop Season Comments
At the farm, corn planting started April 30 and was completed May 3. Corn harvest started October 30 and was completed November 2, with an average yield of 209 bushels/acre. Soybeans were planted between May 4 and May 13. Soybean harvest started October 9 and was completed October 10, with an average yield of 57 bushels/acre. These corn and soybean yields were 12.3 percent and 3.3 percent, respectively, above 5-year farm averages. Alfalfa yields averaged 4.6 tons/acre with three cuttings harvested and were .4 ton/acre below the 5-year farm average.
The year began with cold weather during January, most of February, and the beginning of March. March brought a rapid warm-up and warmer than normal spring months (Table 1) .
Recorded soil temperatures at the farm indicate soil thawed across western Iowa the first week of April.
The first quarter of 2015 was the driest since 1988. A dry and relatively warm spring allowed for field work and good planting conditions. Frequent rains during May got the growing season off to a good start.
Rain continued through the summer, making May through September the seventh wettest on record. Fortunately, the rain was evenly distributed through the growing season to minimize flooding. There were mild temperatures during the growing season with only three days of above 90 o F weather.
A long growing season allowed crops to reach full maturity (Table 2) , and a dry and warm October allowed crops to dry down naturally. The first three weeks of October were ideal for harvest. 
Research

